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Overview

• Quality assessment using the Catch Damage Index (CDI)  

• Quality-based pricing fresh cod, direct sales

• Quality-based pricing frozen cod, auction

• Norway vs Denmark case
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The CDI

• A random sample of 50 fresh 
headed and gutted cod from 
each catch

• Only assess the exterior

• Four gears

• Yearly since 2004

• Will include gaping and soft 
flesh in 2025

• A serious flaw (2) means 
reduced value in onshore 
processing
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The average share of 

cod in catches with one 

or more serious flaws by 

damage category by 

fishing methods
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Quality-based pricing for fresh cod?

• A 3,3% increase in downgraded (serious damage, CDI) leads to a 1,24% reduction in price

• Compared to gillnets:

− 6,88% higher price for handline

− 7,63% higher price for longline

− 8,8% higher price for demersal seine (snurrevad)

• Catch size did not affect prices

• 5,3% price premium for the largest cod (6 kg+)
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Quality-based pricing for frozen cod and haddock, 
auction

• For cod:

− Longline 15% price premium compared to trawl

− And a 12,6% price premium compared to demersal seine

• For haddock:

− Longline obtains a 13,3% price premium compared to trawl

− And a 20% price premium compared to demersal seine

• Auction with a 2,6% price premium compared to direct sales, controlled for fish size, gear, 

season ect.
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Fresh cod, Norway vs Denmark

9



Conclusion
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• Quality-based pricing is largely absent for direct sales of fresh cod in Norway

− Vessels with substantial bargaining power

− Buyers very reluctant to reduce the price for low quality

• Quality-based pricing is present for frozen cod and haddock at auction

− Gear is the main quality indicator 

• Much higher prices for fresh cod at auctions in Denmark

− Caught with gillnets (!)

− But require different fishing practices for much better quality
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